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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A liquid crystal display device has a fluorescent lamp and a driving circuit as a back 
light. A closed container, a discharge gas scaled in the closed container, first discharge 
electrodes, and seconii discharge electrodes arc included in the fluorescent lamp. The 
5 driving circuit repeats a first step of causing electric discharge in first discharge areas by 
applying a voltage having a negative polarity to the first discharge electrodes and a 
voltage having a positive polarity to the second discharge electrodes, and a second step of 
causing electric discharge in second discharge areas which are different from die first 
discharge areas by applying a voltage having a positive polarity lo the first discharge 
1 0 electrodes and a voltage having a negative polarity to the second discharge electrodes. 


